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• Director of Communications 
Chief, Communications Engineering 
subject: Monthly Narrative Summary Report -- 


OCE M75-415 

date: 5 November 19 7 


October 1975 



1. Based on observations by our 
confirmed by laboratory testing atP"^ 

ha S ex p erxe n ced a partial failure.' This failure appears 
to be a short circuit which draws excessive current lowering 
the bus voltage from the solar array. The battery is off 
line and cannot be recharged and placed back on line. The 

cha^ged a battpr l0cke ?- in * hi S h -P ow er mode but without a 
battery on line is operating with low-power 

output. The spacecraft produces oscillations in its 

C * us ti by dr °P° uts in the command module 
and oscillations m the transmitter AGC loop. At times 

the downlink signal is normal when commands are recognized 

occuis 6 SP ? h C ! Cra t ^ a £ d operation in the low-power modf 
occurs. The outlook for any solution to the problem 

appears doubtful. At best, operation in low-power mode 
on various bands and bandwidths may be developed. 
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25X1 A5a1 ^ ? has delivered the first CC-59 Carrying 

Caae ’ of the RS- 59 components that were 

extern a lly contracted several months ago. Also 25IHHI 

Model PS-W1001 Power Supplies, for use with the’sV-8 system 
were accepted. pLeiu , 
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5. A contract foi^^ie 30 61 Base 

Receiving System, for ^^Japplications 

RS-804 Field Systems, has been let with 

6. The following equipment was received during 
the month and submitted to QAB for evaluation: AID 
Model BXR-6 portable VHF repeater, RS/C-523 transceiver, 
WTA 100-watt VHF amplifier, rapidly deployable VHF antenna 
(AN-175), and a production version of the SF-1 terminal. 


, . ^^^^jModel 7760 Vacuum Base Plater was installed 
within’ the TSB Crystal Lab, and all Lab personnelweretrained 
in t he operation of this device. Mr. 

Mrs . 

conducted classes from 8 through tu uctoDer 
on the various phases of crystal manufacturing using the 
7760 Base Plater. 


;onnel 


8. The last two select-o- shelves were inst^^^^^ 
and power was applied by GSA. The inventory of BSSflSB 
spares, 950 line items, was relocated into one select-o- 
shelf . 

9. Logic tests of the software Character Sequence 
Recognition (CSR) have been completed. COMSEC evaluation 
tests began on 30 October. If the COMSEC test results are 
acceptable, the logic will be incorporated into the program 
at all three MAX sites for final evaluation. 

10. Discussions continu e with the(mMHMSMHjMSKim 

and the regarding changes that might 

be incorporated in the^^^f system in order for it to 
comply with the majority of AFT operational/technical 
requirements . 

11 . presented a gross breakdown of the 
DATEX overrun charges to Agency personnel on 8 October. 

In furtherance of actual cost determination, the DATEX 
contracting officer requested a detailed audit of project 
records. On 28 October, and OC-E personnel met to 

discuss some DATEX system problems. As a result of the 
discussion and review of system status and requirements, 

^^HB|was asked to provide on-site software support 
t^ system operation. 

12. The ARS-IV preacceptance testing was successfully 

conducted in Dallas on 1 October. Boththe ARS-IV system 
and the installation team arrived in^^^^H on 31 October 
to commence the ARS installation at The ARS-V site 
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w f, h ®l d 23 October to coordinate 
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21. The! 


_ Isatellite was again reported by 

as fully_ operational on 7 October. However, since that date 
and continuing through the month, there has been one major 
and numerous minor unscheduled spin-ups which have resulted 
m several hours of SKYLINK outage. It now appears that this 
periodic interruption to satellite availability will continue 
indefinitely. The installation of the SC-1A terminal at 
Jtfa^^omg^ted and SC-1A installations at 
were started. 
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